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STATE ECONOMY — BANKRUPTCIES 
4. Mrs L.M. HARVEY to the Premier: 
I would like to acknowledge in the public gallery today the regional taxi operators who have come to Parliament 
to try to seek some assistance from the government with respect to their businesses. 
Premier, how many bankruptcies occurred over the summer recess? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

If the Leader of the Opposition wants to get exact details of bankruptcies across Australia or across Western Australia, 
she might want to give me a little bit of notice. I do note that the Leader of the Opposition referred to the taxi 
industry, and I also note that when she was in office she did absolutely nothing about it. The former government 
had eight and a half years in office in which it did nothing about it. When taxidrivers were unhappy with what was 
occurring across the state, the former Minister for Transport, who is sitting next to the Leader of the Opposition, 
offered taxidrivers in the city something like a $20 000 package, and in the regions he offered nothing. We have 
offered support for regional taxidrivers. We have offered support for city taxidrivers far in excess of what was 
provided under the last government. That is the history. I have been here longer than the Speaker and the member 
for Collie–Preston. Members can go back to 2007, when it was Labor that tried to support taxidrivers across the 
state with a $236 000 buyout package. But it was rejected by the industry. Since then, Didi, Ola, Uber and the like 
have come along and it has had an impact on the industry. But more has been done under this government to 
support the industry than was done by any government before. 
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